
 
       

   
   

 
    

 
  

AIFS CFCA Webinar: 
Working with young people from refugee and migrant 
backgrounds: Applying the National Youth Settlement 
Framework in mainstream services 
Andrew Cummings 
Multicultural Youth Advocacy Network (Australia) 

Sally Thompson 
Multicultural Youth Tasmania 

Please note: The views expressed in this webinar are those of the presenters, and may not reflect those of the 
Australian Institute of Family Studies, or the Australian Government.



 

   

         
   

        
         

 

MYAN (Australia) 

National peak body on multicultural youth 

Promotes rights and interests of young people from refugee and migrant backgrounds 
and supports targeted response 

Vision – all young people from refugee and migrant background can access the support 
and opportunities they need to be active participants in and contributors to Australian 
society 
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MYAN (Australia) 

Policy - provide advice to government 

Sector development - capacity building to those working with young people 
(training, resources, teleconferences, research partnerships, National Conference) 

Development of young people’s leadership and advocacy skills – Youth Ambassador 
Network (YAN), national youth events, international advocacy opportunities 

Development of state/territory networks & organisations – MYAN NSW, MyQ, MYAN 
WA, MYAN TAS 

Work across settlement and youth sectors 
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What is the Youth Settlement Framework? 

First national framework for understanding and responding to the needs of young 
people in settlement - milestone in youth settlement in Australia (globally) 

Developed by MYAN Australia – informed by young people, non-government and 
government sectors 

Designed to inform policy & service delivery across government and the non-
government sector – all areas of young people’s engagement with services to support 
their settlement in Australia 

Evidence based guidance for measuring good practice and settlement outcomes – 
conceptual and practical resources 
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Why a National Youth Settlement Framework? 

Young people in the settlement journey have particular needs: 

• Distinct from children, adults and families – age, development stage and role 
within the family 

• Different to Australian-born young people – refugee and migration experience, 
cultural dislocation 

• Additional and more complex transitions – culture, education/training pathways, 
peers, family structures, adolescence, concepts of independence and youth rights 

• Very limited social capital in the Australian context 

• Settlement in the context of adolescence - significant developmental stage, 
belonging and identity 
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What underpins the Framework? 

Human rights frameworks 

Youth work and settlement frameworks 

Young people in the settlement journey: 

• Resilient and resourceful – strengths and capabilities 

• A diverse group 

• Have particular needs 

• Require a targeted approach 
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Spotlight: 

Case Study: Myt and headspace Hobart 
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Resources: 

Supporting the implementation of the NYSF 
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Applying active citizenship indicators 
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Active citizenship indicators self-assessment 
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Applying good practice capabilities 

© MYAN 2018 
20 



  

 

Good practice capabilities self-assessment 
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Resources: 

National Youth Settlement Framework 

http://www.myan.org.au/our-work-with-the-sector/156/ 
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MYAN (Australia) Contacts 

Multicultural Youth Advocacy Network (Australia) 
Andrew Cummings (Acting National Coordinator) 
andrew@myan.org.au 
www.myan.org.au 
Subscribe to the MYAN eNews 
Register – National Conference 

State/territory partners – contacts through MYAN website 
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