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1.  T erms  and Definitions

AIHW s29 Confidentiality Undertaking: All users accessing linked NDI administrative 

datasets under Ten to Men must comply with the confidentiality provisions set out in 

section 29 of the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare Act 1987 (Undertaking of 

Confidentiality, s.29). 

Au s tralia n D a ta Arch ive:  national ser v ice  provider  res ponsible f or  providing  acces s  to 

datasets  through a platform called D atav e r s e.

D a ta :  means surv ey datasets, linked datasets  and related  Study  inf ormation made  av ailable to 

approv ed data users .

Res tricted  Relea s e S u rvey  Da ta s et: While  all datasets hav e  been conf identialise d, there 

are  f ewer  res tr ictions  on the  data av ailable  in  the  Res tr icted Releas e  dataset.  A cces s  to 

this  dataset may  be  g r anted wher e  the r esear cher  can demonstrate a  g enuine need f or 

the additional data an d that they  meet the necessar y  additional r equirements .  O v erseas 

users are no t  eligi b l e to  a pply   for t h i s da t a set.

Gen eral Relea s e  Su rvey  D a ta s et:  The  data av ailable in this dataset  ha v e   been more  heav ily 

confidentialised. Some inf orma tion available in the r es tr icted releas e  dataset is  not 

av ailable  in this dataset.  All r es earchers  ar e elig ible to apply f or  acces s  to this  dataset.

Link ed  A d minis trative  D a taset s ( MBS, PBS ,   C e n t r e l i n k   a n d   N D I ):  The data av ailable in  

thes e  datasets  hav e been de- identified and conf identialise d, and linked t o the  Ten  to  

Men  s urvey  datasets using  the unique  Ten  to  Men  ID . These datasets include the 

Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS), Pharmaceutical Benefits Schedule (PBS), Centrelink 

administrative data, and the National Death Index (NDI). Access to these datasets 

requires compliance with additional data custodian requirements. O v erseas users are 

no t  eligi b l e to  a pply   for t h i s da t a set.

D a ta  Access  Tea m:  Ten  to  Men  per s onnel r es ponsible f or  administering  data acces s  r equests 

and the provision of  data.

D a ta  Access  Committee :   The  Ten  to  Men  body  r es ponsible  f or r ev iewing  and approving  data 

requests .

Health Insurance Act 1973/National Health Act 1953: Commonwealth legislation governing 

the protection and permitted use of MBS and PBS data. 

Lea d  In ves tig a to r :  Res ear cher res ponsible f or  over seeing  a r es earch proje c t .
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Link ed  a dminis trative d a tas et :  A dataset containing records from an external data source – 

including the Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS), the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS), 

Centrelink, and National Death Index (NDI), that are linked to Ten to Men survey data. Access 

to these datasets require compliance with additional data custodian requirements

Meta d a ta : C ontextual inf ormation about the  Ten  to  Men  datasets  primarily  documenting  the 

res ear c h  datasets ,  including  data dictionaries.

NHMRC:  means the National Health and Medical Re s ear ch C ouncil.

Perso n a l inf o rma tion : D ata that may  identify  a  s tudy participant  as  def ined in s  6( 1)  of  the 

Priva cy  A ct .

Res ea rch  P roj ect :  Individuals  conducting  approved r es ear ch proj ects using  Ten  to  Men  res ear ch

data.

Res ea rchers :  Individuals  using  Ten  to  Men  data f or resear ch purposes .

Us er:  means  the per s on or  org anisation  named in th e  D ata U s er  A greement.

2.  Ba ck gr o und

2.1 .  Ten  to  Me n  is  a  publicly funded  r es ource  to  be  used  f or  the  purpose  of  f urther ing  the 

public  g ood  with  a  particular  emphasis  on  ex panding  the  k nowledge  base  on  male 

health,  and  s upporting  policy  and  program  dev elopment  in  male  health.

2.2 .  Ten  to  Men  data ar e  av ailable  f or  use  in  proj ects  that  ar e  scientifically  and ethically 

sound as def ined by the NHMRC C ode for the Responsible C onduct of Resear ch.

2.3 .  Ten to Men data will not be made available for commercial purposes/benefits.

2.4 .  The Australian Institute of Family Studies manages access to Ten to Men data.

2.5 .  This policy applies to researchers seeking access to the following datasets:

 Research data from the Ten to Men questionnaires (General Release or 

Restricted Release).

 Linked  datasets  containing  dat a from  ex ter nal  adminis tr at iv e s our ces , s uch as 

M edicar e  Benef its  Sche dule (MBS), Phar ma ceut ical Benef it  Scheme ( P BS) ,   

C e n t r e l i n k   a n d   N a t i o n a l   D e a t h   I n d e x .

2.6 .  This policy  s hould  be r ead in conj unctio n with the T er ms  and C onditions of  D ata U s e

which details  the  co nditions  f or  use  of  Ten  to  Men  data.

2.7 .  A pproval of  r equests  f or  Ten to  Men data will be  v ia a proces s  that is  transparent, 
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accounta ble  and equitable.

3.  Data  A ccess  – Gener a l Cond i tio ns

3.1 .  The priv acy  of  s tudy  participants  must  be protected  at  all  times .

3.2 .  P er s onal or identifiable information of  Ten  to  Men  participants is  not av ailable.

3.3 .  Res ear chers  affiliated with a  U niver s i t y   or recog nised res ear ch institution  or  r es ea r ch 

org anisation,  g over nment department or enrolled Res ear ch students  ar e  elig ible to 

acces s  Ten  to  Men  data. Over s eas user s  are  not elig ible to apply f or  the  Res tricted 

Releas e  o r   L i n k e d   dataset s .

3.4 .  Requests  can be made f or  data f or  r es ear ch projects, and in - principle approval to 

include  Ten  to  Men  data in res ear ch f unding  applications.

3.5 .  Res ear ch proj ects  must meet the public good criteri a,  be s cientif ically  and ethically 

sound and co ntribute to the k no wledge  base  on mal e   health as des cribed in the s tudy 

aims and obj ectiv es .

3.6 .  A cces s  is  limited to those  r es ear chers  named in an approved r equest.

3.7 .  Res ear chers  must provide the Study (and relevant data custodians)  with a wr itten 

update on the progre s s  of  the Pr oj ect by  August  of  ea ch year.  Pr ogre ss  updates  will 

include the s ta g e   of  the Pr oj ect, r elev ant data outputs  and diss emination.  

R es ear chers   who continue  to disseminate f indings  through pres entations or 

publications ar e  deemed to be current  data user s  and theref ore  annual progr ess 

r eports  are  r equired.  A  r eminder  email f or Pr oj ect updates  will be s ent to all current  

user s  in  early August  of  each year .

3.8 .  Res ear chers  must notif y  the Study  in writing  to confirm that they  ar e no longer  using 

the data  to:

 condu ct analyses  of  the data or  produce  outputs

 produce  publi cations or r eports  using  the data

 pres ent  f indings  using  the  data.

Res ear cher s  will need to complete  a  s hort End - of- P r oj ect f orm to v er i f y  this.

4.  Data  A ccess Pro cedure   – R esea r ch Project

4.1 .  The data r eques t proces s  is  manag ed by  the  A ustralian Institute of Family  Studies .

4.2 .  A  D ata A cces s  Reques t  Form must be s ubmitted.

4.3 .  The Request Form inclu des  the f ollowing :

1. Pr oject title;

2. 100 wor d lay  s ummary  of  t he  pr opos ed pr oject ( t his  s ummar y  along  wit h t he 

name  and aff iliat ion of  lead invest ig ator  will be  publis hed on the  Ten  to  Men 
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website  and may  be  included in  Ten  to  Men r epor ts);

3. Pr oject  outline  descr ibing  t he  backgr ound and s ignif icance of the  pr oject , main 

r es ear ch questions  and r elation to the  aims  of  Ten to  Men;

4. Policy  releva n ce , including  inf or mation on the  public benef it  and policy 

r elev ance  of the r es ear ch , and how this r elates  t o Ten  to  M en ( wher e 

applicable);

5. Intentions to combine  ex t er nal data s ources  t o   Ten  to  M en  data;

6. Br ief  analys is  plan;

7. Time  fr ame  and f unding;

8. Ex pected resear ch out puts;

9. D et ails  of  data stor age   and acces s  managem ent  arr ang ements;

10. Pr oposed outputs;

11. Name, contact  det ails  and s ig nat ur e  of  lead investigat or ,  and s uperv is or f or 

s t udent  pr oject s;

12. D et ails  of  all other r esearcher s  requir ing  access  t o the  data;

13. Ex t er nal adminis tr ative  datasets r equested.

4.4 .  The D ata A cces s  Request  Form should be s ubmitted  to the  Ten  to  Men  AIFS D ata 

Manager  at  ttmdatamanager@aif s .g ov. a u .

4.5 .  The r ev i e w  proces s  comprises  two stag es :  a  Technical and Administrativ e  Rev iew and 

a D ata A cces s  C ommittee  r ev iew.

4.6 .  Requests  will be approved by  the A IFS  Ten  to  Men Data A cces s  C ommittee.  For 

requests  to access  General  or  Res tr icted  Releas e  data, t he r ev i e w  proces s  will take  up 

to two week s  f r om the date  of  r eceipt .  For  r equests to acces s  linked  administrativ e 

datasets,  the r ev iew process  will take  up to  f our  weeks  f r om the date of  r eceipt of  the 

request.

Te chnical  and  Administrative  Re vie w
4.7 .  Requests  underg o initial r ev iew by  the  AIFS  Ten  to Men  D ata A ccess  Team for

completeness,  elig ibility  and g ener al  f eas ibility  based on the  information provide d in 

the D ata A cces s  Request  Form.

4.8 .  Requests  that ar e  incomplete,  or  where  f urther  information is  r equired to ass es s 

elig ibility  or  f eas ibility, will be returned with a r eques t f or  additional information.

4.9 .  Res ear chers  ar e res ponsible f or  ensur ing  that  Ten  to Men  data ar e  s uitable f or  the 

proposed P r oject. The  Ten  to  Men  data dictionaries , data books  and question naires 

are  av ailable at https://aifs.gov.au/tentomen/resources/collections/resources-data-

https://aifs.gov.au/tentomen/resources/collections/resources-data-users
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users to aid in ev aluating  the s uitability  of  Ten  to  Men  data f or  the proposed P r oj ect.  

Res ear chers may  r equest additional information t o ass is t in ev aluating  s uitability. If  

s ubstantial data manipulati on or  analys es  ar e  r equired to provide that information ,  

Res ear chers may  be as ked to cov er  costs.

4.1 0.  P r oj ects will not be f ormally  as s essed with res pect to overl ap or  duplication. 

Howev er ,  in order  to av oid duplication of ef f ort information on prev ious  and 

currently  approved P r oj ects  is  provided at https://aifs.gov.au/tentomen/data-

users/access-usage/approved-projects.  It is  the r es ear chers ’ res ponsibility  to 

asses s  potential over lap and to rev ise  their  r es earch questions according ly  to 

av oid dupli cation wit h already  approved proj ects.

4.1 1.  Following  s ucces s f ul Techni cal and Admin is tr ativ e  r ev iew, r equests  will pr ogress  to 

the D ata A cces s  C ommittee  r ev i e w .

Data  Access  Com m itte e Review

4.1 2.  The D ata A ccess  C ommittee  comprises  members  of  the  Ten  to  Men  proj ect team with 

ex per tise  in a wide v ar iety  of  population and health  f ields,  s urv ey  methodology, 

res ear c h  and analysis , and statis tical s ciences .

4.1 3.  Each request will be  independe ntly  r ev iewed by  all members  of  the  C ommittee.

4.1 4.  Requests  will be  r ev iewed ag ainst the  f ollowing  criteri a:

• Serves the  public g ood/relates  t o   Ten  to  M en  objectiv es;

• D at a  is f it f or  pur pose;

• Str ength/f eas ibility  of  t he  hy pothes is/ resear ch questions;

• Res earch plan is  achiev able;

• Appr opr iateness  of  proposed met hodology;

• Appr opr iateness  of  principles and pract ices to handle  r esear ch datas ets  while
maint aining the  anony mity  of  inf or mat ion.

4.1 5.  The C ommittee  may  approve,  deny,  or  r equest f urther  inf ormation.

4.1 6.  The D ata A ccess  C ommittee  will provide their  f ee dback and final decis ion to the D ata 

Acces s  C ommittee  C o- ordinator  to com municate th e  outcome  to t he Lead 

Inves tig ator.

4.1 7.  A ll approved data user s  ar e required to complete  and sig n a D ata U ser  Agreement 

and D ee d of  C onfidentiality. This will be provided to the  Lead Inves tig at or v ia e mail. 

The Lead Investig a t or  is  r esponsible f or  ensur ing  that each res ear cher  named on the 

application  completes  their  ow n  D eed  of  C onf identiality  and that this  is  r eturned v ia 

email to the  D ata Manag er .

4.1 8.  The D ata Manag er  will  f acilitate deliv ery  of  s urvey  data and linked data  to approved 

user s  throug h the A ustr alia n D ata Ar chive .

https://aifs.gov.au/tentomen/data-users/access-usage/approved-projects
https://aifs.gov.au/tentomen/data-users/access-usage/approved-projects
http://www.tentomen.org.au/index.php/researchers.html
http://www.tentomen.org.au/index.php/researchers.html
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5.  R esea r ch Fund ing Ap plica tions

5.1 .  Res ear chers  s eeking  to include the f uture  use  of  Ten to  Men  data as  part of  a r esearch  

f unding  application are  r equired to co mplete  the Re ques t f or D ata  A cces s  Form.

5.2 .  The Request f or  D ata A cces s  Form and any  related  documentati on shoul d be 

submitted v ia e mail to the  D ata Manag er  at  ttmdatamanager@aif s .g ov.au .

5.3 .  Requests  to use  Ten  to  Men  data in future  r es earch proj ects  ar e  s ubject to the s ame 

criteria as  described abov e  in Section 3.

5.4 .  Following  the techni cal and admi nis trativ e  r ev iew ,  the Ten  to  Men D ata  A ccess 

C ommittee  will r ev iew requests .

5.5 .  If  the  r ev iew is fav ourable, in - principle approval to use  Ten  to  Men data will be 

g r anted.

5.6 .  In-principle  approv al does  not r es ult in rele as e  of  Ten  to  Men  data. It mer ely approves 

the inclusion of  Ten  to  Men  as  a  data source in a f unding  application.

5.7 .  Should the f unding  appli cation subseque ntly  be s ucces s f ul, the r es earchers   must 

f ollow the s tandard data acces s  procedures  as  des cribed in Section 3 an d 4 to obtai n 

acces s  to Ten  to  Men  data.

6.  Link ed  A dminis trat i ve Data s e ts

6.1 .  Ten  to   Men  provides  Resear chers  with the opportunity  to apply  f or  acces s  to linked 

administra t i v e   datasets  containing  Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS), 

Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS), Centrelink and National Death Index (NDI)  

data.

6.2 .  The proces s  to acces s  linked administrative  datasets  i s  to request v ia P art E on the 

D ata U s er Acces s  Reques t Form. For  f urther  information,  please  contact the D ata 

Manager  at ttmdatamanager @aif s .g ov.au .

6.3.    Researchers approved to access certain linked datasets must meet any extra 

conditions set by the data custodian. All users of NDI data will be required to sign 

an AIHW s 29 confidentiality undertaking before data release, and users of 

MBS/PBS data are bound by provisions of the Health Insurance Act and National 

Health Act

6.4 .    Linked datasets  ar e  rele ase d to approved user s  v ia the A ustr alian D ata A r chive 

D atav er s e platf orm.

6.5.    Publications using linked external data must also acknowledge the source of that 

data (e.g. Services Australia and/or AIHW) in addition to the standard Ten to Men 

acknowledgment as defined in the Data User Agreement.

mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
mailto:ttmdatamanager@aifs.gov.au
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6.6.    Publications using MBS, PBS or Centrelink linked administrative data will need to 

provide Services Australia with a copy of any draft publication containing Services 

Australia data at least 20 days (but no less than 10 days) before submission for 

publication (or as otherwise agreed). The User must also provide Services 

Australia with a final copy of any published report or article that used its data.

7.  Eth i cs A ppr o vals

7.1 .  Exis ting  A ustr alian Institute of  Family  Studies  Human Res ear ch Ethics  C ommittee 

approv al is  considered s uff icient  to use  Ten  to  Men data to contribu te to the 

knowledg e  base on male health as  des cribed in the s tudy aims and obj ectiv es  and no 

additional ethics  d ocume ntation is r equired.

7.2.    Users of MBS or PBS linked data are deemed to be bound by provisions of the Health

Insurance Act 1973 and National Health Act 1953, just as Commonwealth officers 

are. Unauthorised use or disclosure of such data is an offence under those Acts.

8.  Fees a n d cha r g es

8.1 .  Ther e  ar e  no fee s  associated with acces s ing  Ten  to  Men  s urv ey or  linked data.




