
The Australian Institute of Family Studies is proud to be a partner in the Com-
munityLink Program run by the National Australia Bank.This year,in addition to
CommunityLink, the National is involved in a major Centenary of Federation 
initiative, the Federation 100 Hours Program.

The National has looked at many options to provide meaningful support to the
community in the Centenary of Federation year. Late last year they became
patron of the Federation 100 Hours Program, an initiative of the Centenary of
Federation Victorian Office (CFV).

This initiative encourages corporations businesses, agencies and the like to
‘donate’ the particular skills and expertise of their executives and staff to the 
community in notional amounts of 100 hours.

The skills and knowledge are then matched with the project needs of commu-
nity/not-for-profit groups who have registered with the Program and a
relationship is established.Each ‘match’becomes an endorsed project managed
by the Federation 100 Hours Secretariat or the relevant local government body.

73Australian Institute of Family Studies Family Matters No.57 Spring/Summer 2000 

Families in the news

■ Australian Temperament Project
The Institute was delighted by the media response to the November
release of Pathways from infancy to adolescence: Australian Temperament
Project 1983–2000. The launch, at a party attended by about 300 of 
the 2000 participants in the study, provided the media with a rare
opportunity to actually meet and talk with the young people whose
development had been tracked for nearly 18 years.

The release attracted newspaper coverage nationally, “Troubled 
kids crying for help” (The Australian 27/11/00) and “Growing up in 
public” (The Australian 29/11/00); in Sydney, “Experts: show me the 
parents” (Daily Telegraph 27/1/00); and in Melbourne, “Trials of the 
teen years” (The Age 27/11/00) and “Tracking tot to teen” (Herald 
Sun 27/11/00).

Australian Temperament Project researchers, from the Australian
Institute of Family Studies, the University of Melbourne and the Royal
Children’s Hospital, were involved in a number of radio interviews, and
the study was featured on Today Tonight (Seven Network,27/11/00),the
7.30 Report (ABC TV,28/11/00) and The World at Noon (ABC TV,
27/11/00).

Interest in the study continued among education and family
reporters with two features published in early December, “The trouble
with boys” (Adelaide Advertiser 2/12/00) and “The schoolboy blues” (The
Age, Education, 13/12/00).

The media coverage of this important report has led to a steady flow
of inquiries from the public and professionals working with children and
families about the study.

■ Divorce and family law
Ten years ago, the Institute undertook a study of the financial living
standards of families who had been through divorce. The findings
showed that men were quicker than women to recover financially and
that women and children were much worse off than men after divorce.
When we published the results of new research on the same topic in
January there was much media interest.

As a result of press reports in Sydney,“For richer, for poorer; divorced
mums lose out” (Daily Telegraph 23/1/01); in Hobart, “Mums, kids are
divorce losers” (Hobart Mercury 23/1/01); and in Adelaide, “Divorced
dads still better off” (Adelaide Advertiser 23/1/01), report author Ruth
Weston did ten radio interviews, a number of them with talkback.

■ Other media coverage
Other Institute research to receive media coverage in the past few
months includes our work on pre-nuptial agreements, “Your slice or
mine?” (Sunday Mail 3/12/00) and talkback radio; fertility, “Partners
more likely to parent” (The Age 30/11/00) and “Birth of a childless soci-
ety” (Adelaide Advertiser 28/1/00); youth suicide, “Cut suicide access:
study” (The West Australian 10/10/00); work and family,“Mothers work
on more time with children” (The Weekend Australian 28-29/10/00).

In addition to the contacts we have with media that result in articles
about the Institute’s work, Institute researchers and the staff of the
Institute’s Family Information Centre assist media with referrals to
researchers outside the Institute, with statistical and background
research, and with analysis.

FEDERATION 100 HOURS PROGRAM
The hub of the administration of this Program (information, registration,
database of skills and needs,endorsement of projects,etc) is the Federation 100
hours web site.The National has funded the development of this site.

The objective of the 100 Hours Program is to leave a legacy through the 
completion of projects and through the relationships built between business,
community and government as a result of the projects.

Visit the 100 Hours web site at www.100hours.vic.gov.au to find out more
about the Program, to register to donate time, or to register projects to receive
time.

Institute researchers have contributed to a diverse range of media queries
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