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Comments 

“ Is the sms4dads program just for first time Dads? 

Abi | 3 August 2017 

“ Hi Abi - no, it is available for dads with any number of children or first time dads. 

Richard Fletcher | 7 August 2017 

“ Thank you to all presenters for the insights. I am interested in 
incarcerated fathers and any existing programs or strategies that help 
maintain the father's relationship with the child. 

Astrid | 3 August 2017 

“ Hi Astrid. In the USA, there is the program Baby Elmo, which helps Dads keep father-

child relationships positive by bring children into the gaol to be with dad. Google 

Scholar search on ‘Baby Elmo program’ will bring you recent publications on this. 

Also, in Australia, Craig Hammond at The Family Action Centre has developed 

Brothers Inside for Aboriginal fathers who are incarcerated. The Brothers Inside 

project consisted of two phases of fathering workshops for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander men in prison. The aims of the workshops were to highlight the importance of 

fathers in their children’s' lives; to explore participants' roles as fathers (both in and out 

of prison); and to identify ways in which the participants could strengthen their 

connections with their children. More info at: http://www.healthinfonet.ecu.edu.au/key-

resources/programs-projects?pid=846 The Fathers and Children Together (“F.A.C.T.”) 

Program for incarcerated fathers. Was reported in the Fatherhood Research Bulletin 

No 27 February 2015. Go to http://www.newcastle.edu.au/research-and-

innovation/centre/fac/research and scroll down to find Previous FRN Bulletins 

Richard Fletcher | 7 August 2017 

“ Your thoughts on working with families when Father is angry, hostile, 

abusive. We tend to keep clear of men behaving like this but I wonder 
if there are ways of providing a thread of connection, allowing for 
opportunities for these men to engage if they find themselves in a 
place where they can turn a corner. 

Emma | 3 August 2017 
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“ Hi Emma. Practitioners working at intake on Family Relationship Centres, for example 

those run by Interrelate and Relationships Australia, regularly manage effective work 

with angry, frustrated and hostile fathers. There has also been a shift in services 

addressing family violence (see The Victorian Royal Commission into Family 

Violence) to recognise that fathers’ wish to have a connection to their children is an 

important motivator in fathers’ willingness to change their behaviour. We will include 

some recent research on this in the next Fatherhood Research Bulletin out in August. 

You might find some useful discussion in Fatherhood Research Bulletin No 26 

October 2014 which was a Special Issue on Fathers and Family Violence Go to 

http://www.newcastle.edu.au/research-and-innovation/centre/fac/research and scroll 

down to find Previous FRN Bulletins. 

Richard Fletcher | 7 August 2017 
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