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This paper examines the views of Australians about the
obligations of parents and their adult children concerning
financial and accommodation support, and compares
views of respondents according to selected demographic
characteristics.

Background

Australia’s population is not only ageing but is already
“more aged” than many countries in the world (United
Nations, 2013). In 2016 the first of the baby boomers
turned 70, and increasing numbers are entering or already
in their late 60s—thereby joining the growing numbers
of Australians deemed “older people” in demographic
analyses (e.g., Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), 2012b;
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW), 2014).!

The steady increase in population ageing, which has
been apparent for over four decades, largely results from
increasing life expectancy in the context of a total fertility
rate that was particularly high in 1946-66 and below
replacement level since 1976 (ABS, 2012b).?

At 30 June 2014, 15% of Australians were aged 65 years
and over (ABS, 2016a). Depending on the set of assumptions
adopted, the ABS (2013b) projects that the proportion of
the total population in this older age category will increase
t0 22-25% by 2061 and 25-27% by 2101. The proportion
of those aged 85 years and older is projected to increase
from 2% in 2014 to 4—6% in 2061 and 6-8% in 2101.3

Population ageing is a cause for celebration. As the
Productivity Commission (2013) explained: “The primary

=

. A H'I"I. )

r"‘- &

2 | Australian Institute of Family Studies

‘culprit’ is a virtuous one—Australians are experiencing
lower mortality rates and enjoying longer lives” (p. 5).
Furthermore, increasing life expectancy will typically entail
a greater number of additional years of good health than of
profound or severe disability (AIHW, 2014).

However some authors (e.g., Morris, 2013; van Onselen,
2014) have argued that the current level of ageing in
western countries, including Australia, means that we are
facing a "tsunami” or “time bomb” of social and economic
challenges.

The consequences of an
ageing population

An ageing population draws heavily on government
budgets, given the high costs of pensions, health care
and aged care. In order to better meet current and future
challenges, the Australian Government now prepares
5-yearly Intergenerational Reports, the first of which was
published in 2002. These reports focus on the implications
of current and future demographic trends for economic
growth, assuming current policies continue over the
subsequent 40 years.

Although labour force participation rates of men and
women in their early and late 60s have been steadily
increasing in recent years, Treasury projections outlined in
the Australian Government's 2015 Intergenerational Report
suggest that the overall proportion of Australians aged 15
years and over who are actively engaged in the workforce




will decline over the next 40 years as a result of continuing
population ageing (Commonwealth of Australia, 2015).

Such trends have important implications for the living
standards of younger generations and associated issues of
“intergenerational faimess”. In their report, The Wealth of
Generations, Daley, Wood, Weidman, and Harrison (2014)
provided evidence suggesting that older Australians tend to
be not only considerably better off financially than younger
generations, but most of the growth in wealth that occurred
in the decade since the new millennium went to the older
generation.* In addition, they point out that government
expenditure on pensions and services, especially for older
households, has increased, with much of the increase being
paid for by budget deficits, the costs of which would be
incurred by future generations. In their view:

There are fundamental issues of intergenerational
faimess if future taxpayers are forced to bear the
burden of today’s spending that they neither have
a say in, nor benefit from. (Daley et al., 2014, p. 29)

The then Prime Minister of Australia, The Hon. Tony
Abbott MP, summed up the situation in more controversial
terms, describing it as one of intergenerational theft:>

Reducing the deficit is the fair thing to do—
because it ends the intergenerational theft against
our children and grandchildren. (Abbott, 2015)

Intergenerational conflict?

Do these wealth and government spending trends
foreshadow a growing falling out between the generations?
Potter (2014) argued this, as summarised by the title of his
article Australia’s Next Battleground: Generational Conflict.
So too does Spies-Butcher (2014) in his article Generational
War: A Monster of Our Own Making, and Schipp (2016),
whose article /s it Generational Warfare, or Generation Not-
Share? begins with the statement: “Locked out of housing,
jobs and a free education? Blame your parents.”

Current evidence for intergenerational conflict in Australia
is by no means clear-cut, though there is considerable
evidence that negative stereotypes about older people
are entrenched, affecting the way older people tend to be
treated, for example, by healthcare and employment sectors,
with repercussions for their wellbeing (see Australian
Human Rights Commission, 2013, 2015, 2016; Chi-Wai,
Warburton, Winterton, & Bartlett, 2011; Minichiello, Browne,
& Kendig, 2000).

Using data from an Australian survey of around 1,500
people aged 18 years and over, Kendig, O'Loughlin, Hussain,
Heese, and Cannon (2015) found that most respondents
believed there was some degree of conflict between older
people and younger people, with more than half in all age
groups describing the conflict as "not very strong”. Nearly
half of those aged under 30 years believed that the life-long
opportunities for baby boomers were worse than those for
younger people, while 55% in this age group believed that
"older people” (undefined) were getting less than their fair

share of government benefits and only 4% believed that
they were getting more than their fair share.

Hodgkin (2014) focused on answers to a different set
of questions in the same survey as that used by Kendig
et al.b She found widespread support for the idea of the
state directing considerable resources towards the support
of elderly people. Most respondents in her study (85%)
agreed that the government should provide home care and/
or institutional care for elderly people in need, and most
(80%) agreed that the government should pay an income to
those who had to give up working or reduce their working
time to care for a dependent person.

Flows of intergenerational support

Regardless of whether intergenerational conflict at this
macro level is brewing, the same may not necessarily
apply at the micro level—that is, within families. In fact,
the above-mentioned previous research regarding older
people’s relative wealth and extended years of good health
suggest that they would have an increased capacity to
support their adult children in financial and practical ways.

Such support appears to be occurring, in line with changing
needs of young adults. For example, increasing proportions
of young adults are remaining in, or returning to, the
parental home for a variety of reasons, especially for the
pursuit of tertiary education (ABS, 2009; Baxter, 2016,
Flatau, James, Watson, Wood, & Hendeershott, 2007).
When the younger generation of parents separate, the older
generation may also house the grandchildren on a part- or
full-time basis (see Burn & Szoeke, 2016). Furthermore,
grandparents are important providers of informal childcare,
especially when the children are under 3 years old. Baxter
(2013) reported that around four in 10 children under 3
years of age with employed mothers were cared for by a
grandparent at some time during the week. Competing
with this opportunity, however, is the trend for older people
to remain in paid work.”

The tables can be tumed as disability or frailty develops
in the older generation, particularly if there is no partner
to care for the older parent in need. According to an ABS
2012 survey, 90% of people aged 65 years and over live in
a private dwelling, with 77% of those aged 85 years and
over doing so (ABS, 2013a). One-third of people aged 65
years indicated that they required some assistance with
personal activities (e.g., health care, mobility tasks, property
maintenance and household chores).

The provision of informal care for elders is particularly
gendered. After female partners, daughters are the most
common source of informal care. Of all adult children aged
45-64 years who were primary carers in the 2012 survey,
73% were daughters. Of carers in this age group, 47% lived
with the parent receiving care.?

Although there is considerable evidence that many younger
Australians are supporting their elderly parents, Hodgkin's
(2014) study suggests that there is a limit to how much
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support can be expected from close relatives towards
elderly people. For example, two in three respondents in her
study rejected the notion that “Care should be provided by
close relatives of the dependent person, even if this means
they have to sacrifice their career to some extent”.’

How equal is the exchange occurring to and from elderly
parents? Based on a study of intergenerational transfers
of money and time (including babysitting) occurring in
10 European countries, Albertini, Kohli, and Vogel (2007)
concluded that, consistent with earlier European studies,
downward flow of support (from older parents to their
adult children) tends to be greater than upward flow (from
adult children to their parents). Although weaker, this trend
was apparent where the parents were in the oldest age
group (70 years and over). Many adult children would also
be parents. As such, their responsibilities towards their own
children would generally take precedence.™

Albertini et al. (2007) also maintained that the impact of
welfare state provisions on intergenerational transfers is
complex. For example, they argued that the capacity of
upward financial support may have eroded through the
provision of welfare state provisions, but public pension
incomes and health care coverage may enable older people
to provide financial support to adult children.

Norms and behaviour, of course, would also vary according
to broader cultural values. For example, compared with
other Australians, overseas-born Australians with a non-
English-speaking background appear to be more likely
to place greater reliance on familial support rather than
the state, and a lower emphasis on the value of personal
autonomy (see Sawrikar & Katz, 2008).™

Views about parents and their
adult children

To examine the views of Australians about the obligations
of parents and their adult children, we used data from
the 2012 Australian Survey of Social Attitudes (AuSSA).'?
Questionnaires were sent by mail in four waves during
2012-13 to random samples of people drawn from the

The following statements are about young adults and support between
these people and their parents. To what extent do you agree or
disagree with each statement?

Please cross one box on each line
Neither
Strongly agree or Strongly Can’t
agree Agree disagree  Disagree disagree  choose

Parents should help their adult children financially when —  —  — — /]
the children are having financial difficulty. D D D D D D

Adult children should help their parents financially if — r— ™ 1 [
ey needit, 1L =L -]

Adult children should let their ageing parents livewith —  —  — /] ]
them if they need to. D D D D D D

Parents should let their adult children live with them if

they need to. D VVVVVVVV D VVVVVVVV D """"" D """"" D """"" D

Figure 1: Sample question from AuSSA 2012
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Australian Electoral Roll. In total, 1,588 persons aged 18
years and over (687 men and 858 women) returned a
completed questionnaire.” This represented a response
rate of 34%.

Figure 1 provides the relevant extract from the AuSSA
questionnaire which sought views about intergenerational
support obligations. Respondents were asked to indicate
their level of agreement or disagreement with four
statements, each of which maintained that one party
(parents or adult children) should provide support to the
other party, if the latter needed such support. The first two
issues focused on the provision of financial support, and
the second concerned sharing accommodation—that is,
that parents or adult children should allow the other party
to live with them.

We have classified the second response option ("Agree”)
as reflecting moderate agreement, and the fourth
("Disagree”) as reflecting moderate disagreement. We also
refer to "agreement” and “disagreement” in general (or
"acceptance” and “rejection” of a statement), ignoring the
strength of the stance taken.

The following discussion focuses first on the views of all
respondents, then on views according to the respondents
gender, age, educational level, parental status (i.e., whether
or not the respondents were parents), and country of birth.

1

Views of all respondents

Figure 2 (page 5) depicts the patterns of results for
the entire sample. Respondents most commonly indicated
moderate agreement with each statement (taken separately).
Only 1-2% of respondents expressed strong disagreement
with each statement, whereas 5-6% indicated strong
agreement. All four statements were more likely to generate
a neutral or ambivalent stance than to be rejected.

Reading from the top of Figure 2 downwards, it can be seen
that patterns of answers for the first three statements were
similar, and respondents were considerably more likely to
agree than disagree with the statements. This is not the
case for the last issue: that adult children should let their
vulnerable ageing parents live with them.

When the proportions of respondents expressing strong
and moderate stances were combined:

m 59% agreed that parents should provide needed
financial support to their adult children if they were in
financial difficulty;

m 64% agreed that adult children should provide financial
support to their parents if they needed it;

m 63% agreed that parents should allow adult children to
live with them if they needed such support; and

m 11-13% of respondents disagreed with these three
statements (taken separately) and 26-28% took an
uncommitted or ambivalent stance.

On the other hand, just under half the respondents (47%)
agreed that adult children should let their ageing parents



live with them in cases of need, while 33% neither agreed
nor disagreed, and 20% disagreed.

"

Overall, then, there was greater support for “downward
(i.e., from parents to adult children) than “upward” (i.e.,
from adult children to parents) support regarding meeting
accommodation needs, but similar levels of agreement with
“downward” and “upward” support in relation to meeting
financial needs.

For simplicity, the remaining sets of analysis focus on rates
of agreement only.

Views according to gender

Figure 3 shows that the overall patterns of trends for men
and women were fairly similar, though men seemed more
inclined than women to agree with each statement.

financially when the children are
having financial difficulty

Adult children should help their
parents financially if they need it

o [ ||

Parents should let their adult children
live with them if they need to

Adult children should let their ageing
parents live with them if they need to

m Most men and women agreed that, where the potential
recipient needed the help, each generation ought to
provide the other with financial assistance, and parents
should let their adult children live with them.

m The rates of agreements with the statements were
lowest in relation to whether adult children should let
their ageing parents live with them, if the parents
needed this. This pattern applied to both men and
women. Only half of the men and 45% of the women
agreed with this statement.

Both men and women therefore appeared more likely to
agree that parents should allow their adult children to live
with them if needed rather than to agree that adult children
held this obligation in relation to their elderly parents.

Regarding financial needs, however, a higher proportion
of women were in favour of “upward” than “downward”

I Strongly
agree

Agree
Neither

[-] Disagree

I Strongly
disagree

Parents should help their adult children
financially when the children are
having financial difficulty™”

Adult children should help their
parents financially if they need it

Parents should let their adult children
live with them if they need to

Adult children should let their ageing
parents live with them if they need to’

66.5
62.1

65.5
60.8

Men
Il Women
I

40 60 80 100
%

Chi-square test was applied for association between responses and gender for each statement (* p < .05; *** p < .001)

Figure 3: Percentage of respondents who agreed with each statement by gender, 2012-13
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support (62% vs 55%), while similar proportions of men
(67% and 65%) were in favour of financial support flowing
in the two directions.

Views according to age

Figure 4 shows the extent to which patterns of answers
varied according to respondents’ age (under 35 years, 35—
49 years, 50—64 years and 65 years and over).

m Unlike the other three patterns of answers, higher
proportions of respondents in the two oldest groups
(aged 50 years or more) agreed that parents ought to
help their adult children financially should the latter face
financial difficulties (61-65% vs 53-56%), with those
aged 35-40 years being the least likely to support this.

m Agreement rates concerning the other three issues
tended to decrease with increasing age, with the greatest
age-related differences emerging for the second and
fourth issues, both of which focused on adult children’s
responsibilities towards their ageing parents.

m The youngest respondents (those under 35 years old)
were particularly likely to endorse the statement that
adult children should support their ageing parents
financially should the latter need this. Respondents aged
65 years and over were the least likely to agree with
the statement. This viewpoint was endorsed by just over
three-quarters (77%) of the youngest group and around
three in five respondents (60-61%) in the two oldest
groups.

Whereas close to 60% of respondents in the youngest
group agreed that adult children should allow their
ageing parents to live with them, less than 40% of
respondents in the oldest group endorsed this statement.

Views according to educational
attainment

Because educational attainment varies strongly according
to age,'* we examined links between views and education
for respondents under 55 years old and those 55 years and
over, using the following educational categories: a tertiary
degree or higher qualification (here referred to as having a
degree), having some other post-school qualification (such
as a trade certificate or diploma), and having no post-school
qualifications (Figure 5, page 7).

Of respondents aged under 55 years:

m Those with a degree were more likely than others to agree
that adult children should provide financial support to
their parents if they needed it (77% vs 61-64%), and to
agree that parents should help adult children financially
(57% vs 51-52%), though differences for the latter
issue were not statistically significant.

Compared with the two groups with a post-school
qualification, a higher proportion of those without any
such qualification believed that parents should let their
adult children live with them if they needed this (72% vs
63-64%), though the differences were not statistically
significant.

Similar proportions across the three education groups
agreed that adult children should let their ageing parents
live with them should they need to do so (51-57%).

Of the respondents aged 55 years and older:

m Views on these four matters did not vary significantly
according to educational status for the older respondents.

Parents should help their adult
children financially when the children
are having financial difficulty”

Adult children should help
their parents financially
if they need it™"

Parents should let their
adult children live with
them if they need to

Adult children should let
their ageing parents live with
them if they need to™”

_ _ |
R RN NNRRRNN X
52.8
7777777 63
64.6
7'..‘-.'-.';.;-:-.'-:-:~.'-.;-:-:-:-.‘-.'-.‘;-:-:-.'~.’-I-.':-:':-.'-:~I-.';-:-:'.'-.‘-S-I\75.9
[71 <35 years
35-49 years
50-64 years
7777 45.4 W 65+ years
37.6
\ X
0 20 40 60 80 100

Note:

Chi-square test was applied for association between responses and age groups for each statement (* p < .05; ** p <.01; *** p < .001)

Figure 4: Percentage of respondent who agreed with each statement by age, 2012-13
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m Although not significant, the largest difference in views
concerned parents allowing their adult children to live
with them: 68% of those with a degree and 57% of
those with no post-school qualification believed that
parents should provide this support if needed.

Views by whether ever had children

Issues concerning the responsibilities of parents towards
adult children would be more personally relevant (i.e., less
“academic” or “hypothetical”) to respondents who are
parents than to those who have never had children. On the

Under 55 years

Parents should help their adult children
financially when the children are
having financial difficulty

Adult children should help their
parents financially if they need it’

Parents should let their adult children
live with them if they need to

Adult children should let their ageing
parents live with them if they need to

other hand, with the unlikely exception of any respondent
whose parents had died when they were children, the
responsibilities of adult children to their parents would hold
some personal relevance. Because 21% of respondents
under 35 years old had had children, and the vast majority
of those aged 65 years and over (89%) were parents, the
following analysis (see Figure 6) focuses on the views of
parents and non-parents aged 35—64 years.

m Similar proportions of parents and non-parents (around
two in three) agreed that parents should let their adult
children live with them if these children needed this.

55+ years
| | |

5‘1 4 62.9
51.8

‘ 57.1

60.7
63.6

P

76.6 62.0
n.7 57.3
61.2
63.7 67.6
0 20 40 60 8 100 0O 20 40 60 80 100
%
‘ I Degree or higher Other post-school qualification None

Note:

Chi-square test was applied for association between responses and education for each statement (* p < .05 for under 55 years)

Figure 5: Percentage of respondents who agreed with each statement by education and age, 2012-13

Parents should help their adult children
financially when the children are
having financial difficulty”

Adult children should help their
parents financially if they need it™

Parents should let their adult children
live with them if they need to

Adult children should let their ageing
parents live with them if they need to™”

— Chil‘dren
1 ] Il No children
o

Note:

Chi-square test was applied for association between responses and whether had children for each statement (* p < .05; *** p < .001)

Figure 6: Percentage of respondents who agreed with each statement by whether they had had a child,

respondents aged 35-64 years, 2012-13
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m Parents were more inclined than non-parents to think
that parents should provide financial support to their
vulnerable adult children (60% vs 50%).

m Parents were Jess inclined than non-parents to accept
the notion that adult children held responsibilities to
their parents regarding both forms of support: financial
(60% vs 76%) and accommodation (46% vs 62%).

Views by country of birth

Intergenerational exchange practices appear to vary
according to cultural background. For instance, Sawrikar
and Katz (2008) concluded that overseas-born Australians
with a non-English-speaking background appear to place
greater reliance on familial support rather than the state
and lower emphasis on the value of personal autonomy,
compared with other Australians. For this reason, we
compared the views of people who were born in Australia,
in another country where English is the main language
(here referred to as "another English-speaking country”),
and in a country where the main language is not English
(here called "non-English-speaking counties”) (Figure 7).

m Respondents who were born in a non-English-speaking
country were the most likely of the three groups to agree
with each statement.

m Of the four statements, respondents in all three groups
were least likely to agree with statement that adult
children should let their ageing parents live with them.

- Nevertheless, most respondents from non-English-

speaking countries (65%) agreed with this statement.
— Only 39% of those born in another English-speaking

country and 45% of Australian-born respondents

believed that adult children held this responsibility.

m Each of the other three statements (that parents and
adult children should provide financial support to
the other if needed, and that parents should let their
vulnerable adult children live with them) was supported

Parents should help their adult children
financially when the children are
having financial difficulty™™

Adult children should help their
parents financially if they need it™

Parents should let their adult children
live with them if they need to™”

Adult children should let their ageing
parents live with them if they need to™"

by over 70% of those from a non-English speaking
country, 58-64% of those born in another English-
speaking country, and 56—61% of those born in Australia.

Controlling for inter-relationships
between the characteristics
examined

Although we took some account of age in the analysis of
trends relating to educational attainment and parenting
status, each of the above-mentioned variations in views
across the subgroups may have been largely a function of
other factors examined in this analysis (and/or factors that
were not included in this analysis—an issue not addressed
here).

Logistic regression was therefore applied to the data
to identify whether views varied according to one of the
factors examined, when the effects of the other factors were
controlled." The factors were: gender, age (four subgroups),
educational attainment level (three subgroups), whether a
parent or not (two subgroups), and country of birth (three
subgroups). See the Table of results online in Appendix
A: Coefficients of logistic regression results <www.aifs.
gov.au/publications/attitudes-towards-intergenerational-
support#appendixa>.

m For each of the four issues, rates of agreement varied
significantly according to gender and country of birth.

m \Women were less likely to agree with each statement
than men.

m Respondents born in non-English-speaking countries
were more likely than those born in Australia to agree
with each statement.

m No significant differences emerged in the agreement
rates of respondents born in other English-speaking
countries and those born in Australia.

72.4 Australia

English
speaking
78.5 countries

B Non-English
speaking
7.1 countries

80 100

Note:  Chi-square test is applied for association between responses and country of birth for each statement (*** p < .001)

Figure 7: Percentage of respondents who agreed with each statement by country of birth, 2012-13

8 | Australian Institute of Family Studies



Rates of agreement on three of the four issues varied
significantly according to parental status. Compared with
the parents, those who had never had children were:

m Jess likely to agree that parents should help their adult
children financially if needed;

m more likely to agree that adult children should help their
parents financially and let their ageing parents live with
them if needed:; and

m equally likely to agree with the statement that parents
should let their adult children live with them where
needed.

Views on only one issue varied significantly according to
age and education.

m Respondents aged 65 years and over were the only
group that was significantly less likely than those aged
under 35 years to agree with the statement that adult
children should let their ageing parents live with them.

m Compared with respondents with a degree, those with
no post-school qualifications were less likely to agree
that adult children should help their parents financially
if they needed this support.

Summary

This paper focuses on beliefs about the financial and
accommodation obligations of parents and adult children
towards each other, where needs for support in these areas
prevailed.

m Most respondents agreed with statements that, under
such circumstances, parents ought to provide financial
support to their adult children and vice versa, and
parents ought to let their adult children live with them.

m On the other hand, just under half agreed that adult
children should let their ageing parents live with them.®

m Those who did not agree with these various statements
were more likely to provide a neutral / ambivalent stance
than to disagree with the statements.

Agreement rates were compared across the following
demographic characteristics (gender, age, education by age,
parenting status, and country of birth), with the potential
inter-relationships between these factors being controlled
in the last set of analysis, through application of multivariate
analysis. For the most part the two sets of analyses yielded
very similar results.

Overall men and women shared similar views on obligations
concerning the provision of financial and accommodation
support between parents and adult children. Nevertheless,
men appeared more inclined than women to endorse each
statement.

Views about intergenerational support varied somewhat
with age.

m The youngest groups were more in favour of adult
children supporting elderly parents financially than the
reverse.

m Respondents aged 50 years and older were more likely
than those who were younger to agree that parents
ought to help their adult children financially should the
latter face financial difficulties.

m Although there was tendency with more acceptance
of “downward” than “upward” accommodation
support, this pattern was considerably more marked for
respondents aged 50 years and older.

m Respondents aged 65 years and over were the least
likely to agree that adult children should let their ageing
parents live with them if they needed this.

Education appeared to have little bearing on views about
intergenerational support. However, among respondents
aged under 55 years, those with a degree were more likely
than others to agree with the notion that adult children
should help their parents financially if they needed it.

Views about intergenerational support varied with parental
status.

m Parents were more inclined than non-parents to think
that parents should provide financial support to their
vulnerable adult children.

m But parents were Jess inclined to accept the notions
that adult children ought to support their parents either
financially or by letting them to live with them if they
needed to do so.

Views on intergenerational support also varied according to
the country of birth measure.

m Respondents with a non-English-speaking background
were more likely than those who were born in Australia
or in an other English-speaking country to endorse
both “upward” and “downward” support regarding
the financial and accommodation issues addressed. The
different views were particularly marked in relation to
accommodation support for ageing parents.

While some authors have argued that intergenerational
conflict will intensify at the macro-level, with younger
adults resenting their relatively low financial and material
opportunities in life, this paper suggests that the notion
intergenerational solidarity is strong within families.

The monitoring of views on such issues is important to ensure
that policies are in place to promote intergenerational
solidarity. Such views may well change in line with changing
family trends (e.g., rates of parental separation and fertility
trends), changing levels of state support provided to older
and younger generations, '’ likely increases in life expectancy
(see ABS, 2013b), and advances in technologies that help
elderly people remain in their own homes for longer.

Furthermore, inter-generational exchanges within families
appear to be not only relevant for the wellbeing of
individuals and their families, but also for social policy
issues and intergenerational solidarity at the macro level
(see Albertini et al., 2007). Policy-makers, researchers, and
families themselves need to “watch this space” at both
macro and micro levels.
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Endnotes

1 Consistent with ABS classifications, the term “baby boomers” is
here used to refer to people born between 1946 and the mid-1960s
(ABS, 2015a, 2015b).

Facilitation of planned parenthood has played a major role,
especially through the introduction of the contraceptive pill in 1961
and its cost-reducing inclusion on the Pharmaceuticals Benefits
Scheme in 1972.

Projections about future trends are based on assumptions
concerning future fertility and mortality levels and migration
patterns. The ABS (2013b) projections outlined here used 31 June
2012 as its benchmark. Across these periods, these projections
suggest that the proportion of the population aged under 15 years
will decrease from 19% to 15-18% in 2061 and 14-17% in 2101,
while the proportion aged 15-64 years will decrease from 67% to
59%—61% in 2061 and 57%-59% in 2101.

As a caveat, Daley and colleagues noted that they focused on
average trends, thereby ignoring the fact that some older people
were struggling financially and some younger people were
experiencing a rapid growth in wealth.

Address to the National Press Club <http:/bit.ly/29Ru7U4>

The studies by Kendig et al. (2015) and Hodgin (2014) were based
on data collected in the 2009 Australian Survey of Social Attitudes.

7 To encourage this trend, the age at which people can apply for
the Age Pension (currently 65 years) will gradually increase to 67
years by 2023 for those born after 1956 (Australian Government
Department of Human Services (2016) Age Pension). The idea of
raising the pension age to 70 years by 2035 (for those born after
1965) was proposed by the Australian Government in 2014. See
<www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/centrelink/age-
pension>. In the meantime, the employment rates of men and
women (especially the latter) aged 6064 years and 65 years and
over have increased since the mid-1990s (ABS, 2016b).

8 The ABS defines carers as those who provide any informal assistance
(help or supervision) to an older person or someone who has a
disability or long-term condition. This assistance had to have been,
or be likely to be, ongoing for at least 6 months. Primary carers are
those who provide the most informal assistance to someone who
has a disability relating to mobility, self-care and/or communication.

9 Given the other questions asked, the dependent person in question
was clearly an elderly relative.
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10 This explanation is supported by a survey of respondents aged 50
years and over, conducted in three states of Australia (NSW, Qld &
SA). The authors of this 2012 study, O'Dwyer, Buckley, Feist, and
Parker, found that of the 26 respondents with two living parents
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and adult children, most of their transfers of time and money were
to their children.

11Focusing on the macro level, North and Fiske (2015) provide
evidence suggesting that respect for the elderly is now weaker in
countries—especially Southeast Asian countries—that emphasise
collectivism and filial piety than in countries—especially Anglophone
countries—that emphasise individualism. They linked this trend in
part to the more rapidly ageing populations in the former countries
compared with the latter. It would be interesting to see if levels of
intergenerational solidarity within families in these countries yield
results that are consistent with those relating to macro-level respect
for elderly people.

12 The survey was conducted by the Australian Consortium for Social
and Political Research Inc. (ACSPRI). The survey focused on a range
of issues. The Australian Institute of Family Studies (AIFS) developed
and paid for the inclusion of some modules on family-related issues.
Note that the above-mentioned studies conducted by Kendig et al.
(2015) and Hodgin (2014) were based on the 2009 AuSSA survey.

13 Gender was not known for 43 respondents. The sample contained
an under-representation of men, young adults, and people with no
post-school qualification.

14 For example, the proportion of persons aged 25 years and older who
had a degree or higher level of qualification fell with increasing age
according the 2011 Census (ABS 2012a).

15 The data analyses were based on binary scores, where: 1 = agreed
or strongly agreed, and 0 = other response (i.e., neither agreed nor
disagreed, disagreed, or strongly disagreed).

16 These trends refer to results pertaining to each question taken
separately.

17 The Australian Government is in the process of implementing a range
of reforms to the aged care system, partly to ensure that the aged care
system is sustainable, affordable and provides consumers with choice
and flexibility. Reforms that have so far been implemented include the
Consolidated Home Support Program and the Home Care Packages
directed towards helping older people who need assistance to: remain
in their homes; have greater say in nature and mode of delivery of
services they access; and contribute to the costs of services received
if they can afford this. Part of the reforms is also directed towards
carers. For more details, including exemptions that apply to Western
Australia and Victoria, see Aged Care Reform <www.dss.gov.au/our-
responsibilities/ageing-and-aged-care/aged-care-reform>.
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