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Comments 

“ Are there any links in the research on fathers’ attachment with 
children in early childhood and reduced levels of domestic violence? 

Chris | 12 March 2015 

“ Hi Chris, thanks for your question. If you mean specific papers assessing father-infant 

attachment and DV, I would say no. What there is in the research is: a) the notion that 

we have not been measuring father-infant attachment very well because we have only 

used a mother-focused instrument (Strange Situation procedure) so we are just 

beginning to understand the effects of father-infant attachment. b) there is evidence 

that if fathers are depressed then their effect on the infant both directly through their 

parenting and indirectly through their conflict with the mother (including the whole 

range of conflict up to DV) will have a negative effect on the child’s development. 

Richard Fletcher | 16 March 2015 

“ Is the SMS4DADS program currently up and running and accessible to 
any new dads? Or is it still in trial or only open to father's in a 
particular clientele group? 

Mariana | 12 March 2015 

“ Hi Mariana, thanks for your question. The SMS4dads program will commence in the 

Hunter region in September this year. We are still exploring recruitment and if we do 

end up using online registration through Facebook, for example, then fathers from 

other regions may be able to participate. 

Richard Fletcher | 16 March 2015 

“ As a mediator I see fathers who would like to be more involved with 

parenting. However, an obstacle to this is when the mother does 
research and presents all the findings that point to the attachment 
needs of children, particularly under 5 year olds, and the court 
decisions which favour the mother being the primary care giver and 
fathers not even being allowed an overnight until over 5 years. Can 
you direct me to any research which supports the need for a child's 
attachment to their dad and how shared care arrangements may work 
children, particularly for under 5 year olds so that dad actually can 
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become a dad? Thanks for a great seminar that focused on the needs 
of children versus the rights of parents. 

Louise | 12 March 2015 

“ Hi Louise, thanks for your question. The research which supports the need for a 

child's attachment to their dad is described in my book, The Dad Factor, which is 

available through Amazon etc. The research on making shared care work has been 

skewed by the controversial suggestion that fathers not have overnight care for very 

young children. There is continual debate in the research literature on the evidence for 

and against this proposal which has a focus on a very small group of high conflict 

couples. Unfortunately, there has been less research on how to encourage co-

parenting from birth although there is plenty of practice wisdom among mediators and 

other staff from Family Relationship Centres for example. 

Richard Fletcher | 16 March 2015 
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