
 

                 

            

      
     

     
         

     

 

            
            

      

             

         

 

      

            
           

        

      

                 

            

             

      

 

         
           

          
 

      

          

        

      

 

Responding to family violence in First 
Nations families to support children’s 
social and emotional wellbeing 
9 September 2020 | Craig Rigney, Rachel Abdulla, Tania 
Sansbury and Dana Shen 

Comments 

“ Can you please clarify where Kornar Winmil Yunti (KWY) is available? 
And do you know of any other similar organisations in other states? 

Webinar participant | 9 September 2019 

“ KWY is based in Adelaide. Aboriginal family violence services across Australia are 

listed on the Australian Indigenous Health Infonet, see below: 

https://healthinfonet.ecu.edu.au/key-

resources/organisations/?kw=&kw=family+violence&searchIn_title=1&joiner=OR&web 

site=aih 

Webinar panellists | 25 September 2019 

“ How can services and practitioners work with Aboriginal men who use 
violence so that we can challenge their behaviours whilst also keeping 
women and children safe in the home? 

Webinar participant | 9 September 2019 

“ This is an important question that reflects this as specialised area of work; you need to 

be highly trained, well supported and have a deep understanding of intergenerational 

trauma and the effects this has on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families. 

Webinar panellists | 25 September 2019 

“ How can non-Aboriginal practitioners build rapport and support 
Aboriginal children and families to be safe on their healing journey? 
What about specifically when working with aboriginal men who use 
violence? 

Webinar participant | 9 September 2019 

“ Work with your local Aboriginal community-controlled organisations to build 

connections and understanding, again this a specialist area. 

Webinar panellists | 25 September 2019 
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“ Can you please supply the names and any links to the tools and 
approaches discussed in this webinar? E.g. cultural mapping tools, 
GEM, Men’s behaviour analysis tools, developmental profiling, Family 
Finding model, Signs of Safety Framework? 

Webinar participant | 9 September 2019 

“ These resources should not be used without extensive training, this is a complex area 

of work and you need to understand the intergenerational effects colonisation has had 

on the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community. Without this knowledge and 

understanding, risk can be increased. 

Webinar panellists | 25 September 2019 

“ What cultural considerations are also being implemented throughout 
these services when you are a Torres Strait Islander suffering from 
trauma-related issues? 

Webinar participant | 9 September 2019 

“ Each community is unique, you need to build connections and understanding of your 

local communities’ history and healing strategies. 

Webinar panellists | 25 September 2019 

“ Is it fair to hypothesise that cultural experiences, especially with 
regards to first nations people, can’t really be shared/deeply 
understood by non-aboriginal practitioners? i.e. transgenerational 
trauma and thus the onus is on said workers to first acknowledge this 
imbalance and/or existing position of power…deep listening thus 
needs great inner self assessment of how/when to assist? 

Webinar participant | 9 September 2019 

“ Correct, practitioners need to have a strong connection and deep understanding of the 

generational history of Firsts Nations families, especially when conducting 

assessments. Unconscious bias can have negative implications in assessment 

processes when working with different cultures and without an understanding of 

complexity can hinder healing strategies. 

Webinar panellists | 25 September 2019 

“ What might cultural safety look like from the clients’ perspective? 
When talking to them about this, do you use the terms ‘cultural 
safety’? or do you word it differently? 

Webinar participant | 9 September 2019 
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“ Cultural safety is building an environment that is inclusive of different cultures and 

concepts. This includes not only the aesthetic environment but how we practice, 

relationships are fundamental to this work, other key considerations are: 

 Understanding of intergenerational trauma and past experiences resulting 

from colonization 

 self-determination 

 reflecting on our own cultural lens 

 understanding negative previous experiences with services 

 knowledge and understanding of Aboriginal social and emotional wellbeing 

concepts 

 knowledge of extended kinship system 

 working with compassion/empathy 

 understanding that there are great strengths and resilience within community 

 being curious and checking in without making assumptions. 

Webinar panellists | 25 September 2019 

“ How might violence between a male and female be treated separately 
to the complex trauma experienced by an individual or family system? 

Webinar participant | 9 September 2019 

“ Violence is a symptom of complex trauma and therefore can’t be treated separately, 

we support the presenting safety and risk first, but then work with the families around 

their trauma to prioritise healing goals and strategies 

Webinar panellists | 25 September 2019 

“ How can workers help to maintain children’s safety while taking the 
mother's lead on the best cultural decisions for their family? What is a 
worker’s cultural responsibility to this family? 

Webinar participant | 9 September 2019 

“ Women and children’s safety is the given principle and priority in this work. Listen and 

take the lead from your clients about what the cultural protective factors are and build 

your support around that. 

Webinar panellists | 25 September 2019 

“ How can non-Indigenous practitioners better understand kinship 
prohibitions? 

Webinar participant | 9 September 2019 
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“ Each community is quite different with different obligations and prohibitions. Listen 

and take the lead from your families as they are the experts in their lives, you may 

also need to understand that you may not need to know 

Webinar panellists | 25 September 2019 

“ How do services work in a holistic way to keep everyone safe 
including when violence is perpetrated by an older child? 

Webinar participant | 9 September 2019 

“ Each family’s situation is different, safety is the priority but working holistically is how 

you work. Holistic practice takes into consideration the different factors that supports 

wellbeing. If a child’s behaviour is a trauma response, we refer to specialist services, 

again, always maintaining safety. 

Webinar panellists | 25 September 2019 
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